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Meeting Minutes 

March 13, 2023 – 12:00 Noon 

 

Commission Members in attendance 

Mike Kelly, Esquire, Chairman 

Michael Medsker, Vice Chairman 

Lynn Hutto, Secretary 

Prentiss McLaurin, Treasurer 

Louis Dessau 

Lindsey Ott 

 

Richland County Staff in attendance 

Cheryl English, Richland County Liaison 

Allison Terracio, Richland County Liaison 

Michael Maloney, PE, Director of Public Works 

Chris Eversmann, PE, AAE, Airport General Manager 

Cassandra Cannon, Administrative Coordinator 

 

Visitors in attendance 

Andy Busbee, PE, Michael Baker 

Ken Harrill, Tenant 

Jim Herpst, EAA-242 

John Hodge, Esquire, SCAC 

Peggy Roberson, Eagle Aviation 

Lee Thomas, Eagle Aviation 

Alan Nutter 

Gary Siegfried, PE, South Carolina Aeronautics Commission (SCAC) 

 

 

Encl: (1) Operations & Facilities Committee Report                                                                                                        

(2) Airport General Manager’s PowerPoint Presentation 
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Call to Order, Welcome, and Invocation – Chairman Kelly called the meeting to order 

at 12:00 p.m. and announced a quorum in attendance.  Chairman Kelly also delivered 

the invocation.  Introduction of guests followed.   

 

Gary Siegfried, Executive Director of the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission 

(SCAC) and John Hodge the SCAC Legal Counsel and Airport tenant, explained South 

Carolina Code of Laws, Title 55 – Aeronautics and the proposed regulations being 

considered by a Committee of the General Assembly.  These regulations address land 

use zoning around the airport as well as future Grant funding considerations. 

  

Report of Items for Executive Session – Mr Eversmann recommended to Chairman 

Kelly to convene an Executive Session following the general meeting in order to discuss 

the status of a future contract for Fixed Base Operator (FBO) services.  

 

Approval of Agenda – Chairman Kelly presented the agenda as distributed.  

Commissioner Dessau made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  

Commissioner McLaurin seconded the motion, and all voted for approval. 

 

Approval of Minutes – Chairman Kelly presented the minutes of the January 9, 2023 

Airport Commission meeting for approval. Commissioner Medsker made a motion to 

approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner McLaurin seconded the motion, and 

all voted for approval. 

 

Chairman’s Report / Executive Committee Report – There was no report provided.  

 

Operations & Facilities Committee – Commissioner Dessau provided a report on 

Airport Operations & Facilities which is contained in enclosure (1).  

 

Promotional Committee – Commissioner Medsker reported on the following: 

 School visit needs to be scheduled 

 Reconnecting with USC Flying Club 

 Columbia College has possible jobs to make available to students on Handshake 

 Car Club is visiting in the Spring 

 USC will be present at the next Promotional Committee meeting 

 

Airport General Manager’s Report – A copy of Mr Eversmann’s PowerPoint 

presentation is contained in enclosure (2).  
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County Liaison’s Report – There was no report provided. 

 

Unfinished Business – There was no unfinished business.  

 

Executive Session – An Executive Session commenced at 1:10 p.m. to discuss the 

status of a future contract for Fixed Base Operator (FBO) services.  The Executive 

Session concluded at 1:33 p.m.  There was no business transacted or votes taken while 

in Executive Session.  

 

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Airport Commission will occur on Monday, May 

8, 2023 at 12:00 Noon.   
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Budget & Finance Budget & Finance

 Jan Operational Revenue 
$26,735.26 (Jan ‘22- $24,688.81)

 Feb Operational Revenue –

$TBD (Feb ‘22 - $24,677.34)

 Feb Operating Budget Status:
 Personnel $  82,387 54%
 Operations $173,830 61%

 Capital $116,446 79%

 Total $372,662 64%

Aircraft Complaints

Aircraft complaints:

 There were no (00) aircraft 
complaints during the period of 
Jan 1 – Feb 28, 2023.

 There were no (00) identification / 
Information letters sent.

 There were no (00) sources of 
aircraft complaints.

Other Items

 Guiding Document comprehensive review
 Ordinance (Chapter 3)

 Minimum Standards

 Airport Manual (90%)

 FBO Lease and Agreement

 OFP Trees – Public Meeting, Mar 23

 SC Aviation Week, Apr 23 – 29 

 EV Charging Station

 Corvair Car Show (Landside / TBD)

 SCAC Vegetation Maintenance 

 Fuel Farm Perimeter Hardening

 Pending State House Legislation

 Aircraft operations counting and analysis 
system demonstrations 

 Executive Session

OFP Trees

 Partially obscuring the light beam 

of the rotating beacon

 Aerial Drone Survey performed by 

Richland County GIS Department 

(at no cost to the Airport)

 Initial survey results show 61 trees 

or tree clusters that may obscure 

and require removal

 Met with City of Columbia Staff

 Additionally, some trees are in 

excess of the 270’ AMSL limitation 

of the lease agreement

 Community Meeting, March 23rd

Questions?
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Airport General Manager’s Report

Richland County Airport

Commission

Meeting

March 13, 2023

Agenda

Meetings, Events, and 
Visits

AIP / Project Updates

Eagle Aviation Update

Budget & Finance

Aircraft Complaints

Other items

Questions?

Meetings, Events, and Visits

Meetings:

 Jan 17 – DPW, FY-24 Bud Req

 Jan 18 – Corvair Car Show

 Jan 18 – SCAA Scholarship Comte

 Jan 24 – FAA, ADO Staff / Michael Baker

 Jan 25 – Dominion Energy

 Jan 25 – Colite Technology

 Feb 1 – Commissioner Dessau

 Feb 2 – Michael Baker

 Feb 6 – City of Columbia Staff

 Feb 7 – Aviation Artifacts Loan

 Feb 10 – Car Show

 Feb 15 – 17 – SCAA Conference

 Feb 27 – GIS Director

 Feb 28 – A&F Comte

 Mar 1 – Assistant County Engineer

 Mar 1 – RC Budget Comte, FY-24 Bud Req

 Mar 3 – Procurement Director

 Mar 6 – NaturChem

 Mar 7 – RC Council

Meetings, Events, and Visits

Children group visits: 

Mar 8

Adult group visits: 

Mar 1 (CWH)

AIP / Project Updates

 Various Site / Civil Airport 
Improvements (Project 2)

 Taxilane Pavement 
Rehabilitation (Design)

Eagle Aviation Update

Fuel Sales

Ramp Fees collected

Hangar occupancy


